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Knights of Columbus bring smiles to residents 

By Georgene Krogman  
Chronicle contributor  

CROSSVILLE — While flocks of geese noisily announced the arrival of chilly November 
days in the Cumberlands, there was yet another scene that caught the attention of area 
residents.     
 
Colorful yellow aprons filled with Tootsie Rolls, accompanied by smiles, caring hearts and a 
generous community became a familiar scenario as members of the Crossville Knights of 
Columbus and their volunteer helpers donned their yellow aprons and shared hundreds of 
Tootsie rolls with area donors during their annual November MR Drive. 
 
The proceeds from this drive provide funds which help various local organizations in 
meeting the needs of the mentally challenged residents of Crossville and Cumberland 
County. The Knights also contribute to numerous other worthwhile local charities 
throughout the year. 
 
Each year since 1975 the  Knights, in cooperation with local grocery and retail stores, solicit 
donations to provide assistance to Kids Inc., ARC, Hilltoppers and National Alliance on 
Mental Illness (NAMI). 
 
In spite of the economic situation, the cooperation of local businesses and the generosity of 
the local area residents have made this year's MR Drive another success! 
 
The co-chairpersons for this year's fundraiser, Brother Knights Walt Petersen, Dick 
Kuligowski and Vince D'Allissandra, along with the other Knights and volunteers would like 
to express a special thank you to the two Food City stores, Kroger, Kmart and Walmart 
for permitting solicitation at their businesses; the Salvation Army for sharing their 
solicitation time with the Knights of Columbus volunteers; St. Alphonsus and St. Francis of 
Assissi Parishes; and an appreciative thank you to the residents of Crossville, Cumberland 
County and nearby county residents for all their ongoing support for this worthwhile 
fundraiser. A special "tip of the hat" to all the volunteers who shared approximately 250 
hours of their time in reaching out to the area residents. 
 
It is this community effort and caring for others that year after year the Crossville Knights of 
Columbus St. Bernard Council #8152 raises more MR Drive funds than any other Knights 
of Columbus Council in the state of Tennessee.  
 
And so, once again this year, a yellow apron, a Tootsie roll and the unselfish spirit of giving 
of many, will continue to help brighten the lives of others.                   
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